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EDUCATION: 

Columbia College  B.A. Anthropology  1972 
Johns Hopkins University M.A. Social Relations 1973 
Columbia University  Ph.D. Anthropology  1984 

 
Doctoral Thesis: “The Phenomenal Foundations of Biological Classification” (Advisers: 
Margaret Mead, Alexander Alland, Robert Murphy) 
 
Languages: English, French, Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic (colloquial), Yukatekan Mayan 
Family  
 
MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS: 

Anthropology (Lowland Maya and Middle East ethnography, natural history of 
terrorism, the anthropology of science and religion, ethnobiology, folkecology, 
physical anthropology, political economy) 

Psychology (categorization and reasoning, mental models of the environment, decision 
making, religion and cognition, science and cognition, evolutionary psychology, 
group dynamics, radicalization to extreme violence and de-radicalization, persuasion 
in social media) 

Public Policy and Political Science (political and religious violence, conflict negotiation, 
terrorism and asymmetric warfare, Great Power competition, malign influence 
operations) 
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TEACHING AND RESEARCH POSITIONS (Tenure granted by the French National 

Center for Scientific Research – CNRS, Paris 1985): 
 
 

1. Assistant to Dr. Margaret Mead; Curator of Ethnology, American Museum of 
Natural History (1970-74). 

2. Coordinator “Animal and Human Communication Program,” Royaumont Center for 
a Science of Man, Paris, France (Jacques Monod, Director), and organizer of 
Chomsky-Piaget Conference on “Language and Learning” (1974-76). 

3.  Conseil Scientifique, Laboratoire d’Ethnobiologie-Biogéographie, Museum National 
D’Historie Naturelle, Paris (1981-87). 

4. Maître Assistant Associé, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris 
(1982-83). 

5. Visiting Lecturer, Department of Social Anthropology, Cambridge University (1984 
winter semester) 

6. Chargé de Conference, Collège International de Philosophie (1984-85). 
7. Chargé de Cours, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris (1985-86). 
8. Chargé de Recherche (CNRS), Centre de Recherche en Epistémologie Appliquée, 

Ecole Polytechnique, Paris (1986-2001). 
9. Visiting Professor, Truman Institute, Hebrew University, Jerusalem and Bir Zeit 

University, West Bank (1988-89). 
10. Associate Research Scientist, Department of Anthropology and Institute for Social 

Research, University of Michigan (1991-present). 
11. Faculty Associate, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan (1992 – 

present). 
12. Leverhulme Distinguished Visiting Professor of Anthropology, University of 

London-Goldsmiths (2000-2002). 
13. Directeur de Recherche, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris, France 

(2002 – tenured). 
14. Adjunct Professor, Department of Psychology, University of Michigan, (2003-

present). 
15. Co-Founder and Director of Research, ARTIS Research & ARTIS International 

International (2006–present). 
16. Research Professor, Gerald Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan, 

(2006 – present). 
17. Presidential Scholar & Research Professor, Sociology, John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice, New York (2007 – 2016). 
18. Co-Founder Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict, University of Oxford 

(2011 – present). 
19. Research Affiliate, Centre for the Study of Social Cohesion, School of Social 

Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, University of Oxford, 2011-present. 
20. Global Research Network, United Nations Security Council Committee on Counter 

Terrorism, 2015 – present. 
21. Distinguished Research Fellow, Changing Character of War Centre, Pembroke 

College, University of Oxford, 2015 – present. 
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FIELD RESEARCH: 
 
Archaeological: 
 

1975 (summer) Site:  Pincevent (Fontainbleau, France) 
1976 (summer) Director: André Leroi-Gourhan 

 
Ethnographic: 
 

1973 (summer) Kinship and Social Organization in a Druze Village Isfiyya, 
Israel.  A village study of household management strategies, 
focusing on the importance of affinal and matrilineal ties in a 
society that is supposedly organized patrilineally. 

 
1979-1981 Land Tenure and Political Economy in the Levant.  Damascus, 

Syria: Magdal Shams, Golan; Isfiyya, Israel; Umm el-Fahm, 
Israel.  Research into the demise of masha’a; an agrarian regime 
prevailing in the Levantine plains before WWII.  Ethnobotanical 
survey of Marj ibn a’amr. 

 
1982-1985  Popular Foundations of Natural History in Europe – Paris, 

France; Cambridge, England.  Archival research into the 
folkbiological bases of developments in scientific taxonomy. 

 
1987-1990  A study of reciprocal developments in the ideology, 

institutionalization and practice of violence among and against 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

 
Mesoamerican and Native American: 
 

1991- 2013 Ethnobiological survey of the Maya Biosphere Reserve, Petén, 
Guatemala. Establishment of the Bio-Itza Reserve, San José 
Petén (officially recognized by the National Assembly of 
Guatemala, March 1997). 

Psychological: 
 

1993 - 2013 An interdisciplinary study of universal and culture-specific 
aspects of biological categorization and category-based 
inference (Guatemala, Mexico, Southwest USA, Northeast 
USA). 

 
1994 - 2013 An interdisciplinary study of the breakdown of commons 

management in Mesoamerica, pitting indigenous nonlinear 
decisionmental models (intensional systems) against utility 
theories (extensional systems).  The study is meant to be broadly 
applicable to the study of indigenous mental models of 
agroecosystems, their causal consequences and their responses to 
market values and other aspects of utility-driven systems. 
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1998 – 2013 Conflict Negotiation and Resource Management.  An 
interdisciplinary study of Native American versus Majority 
Culture behaviors and attitudes with regard to fishing rights in 
Northern Wisconsin.  Our aim is to mode conflicting 
environmental cognitions and actions in order to help negotiate 
disputes over resource use.  We also have been actively involved 
in ‘applied’ negotiations. 

 
2000 - 2013 Cultural Setting and Children’s Biology Inside and Outside 

the Classroom. Existing work on children’s biological concepts 
suffers from a serious limitation. It has been conducted almost 
exclusively with children from US urban, technologically-
advanced populations. This narrow empirical base makes it 
impossible to determine whether these naïve theories are universal 
and how they are shaped by cultural conceptions and the 
conditions of learning. We are thus left with little insight into how 
to best design science curricula for the growing population of non-
majority, non-urban children in US schools. Our work redresses 
these limitations by dramatically expanding the range of 
participants. Extensive pilot work in four distinct groups (urban 
majority-culture, rural majority-culture, rural Native American 
culture, Native Lowland Maya culture in rural Mexico) reveal that 
children’s naive concepts are not universal. Even aspects of 
biological thought that may be universal (e.g., belief in an 
underlying essence to a species) are instantiated differently across 
cultures. The goal of this research is to amplify these intriguing 
findings by a) identifying similarities and differences in the core 
biological concepts held by adults and children in six different 
cultural settings, b) employing a series of converging tasks that 
link these core concepts to categorization and reasoning about 
biological kinds.   

 
2000 – present Religion’s Evolutionary Landscape. Cross-cultural and 

experimental work on the cognitive and emotional foundations of 
religious belief and practice. The motivating hypothesis is that 
religion is not an evolutionary adaptation per se, but a recurring 
by-product of the complex evolutionary landscape that sets 
cognitive, emotional and material conditions for ordinary human 
interactions. Religion involves extraordinary use of ordinary 
cognitive processes to passionately display costly devotion to 
counterintuitive worlds governed by supernatural agents. The 
conceptual foundations of religion are intuitively given by task-
specific panhuman cognitive domains, including folkmechanics, 
folkbiology, folkpsychology. Core religious beliefs minimally 
violate ordinary notions about how the world is, with all of its 
inescapable problems, thus enabling people to imagine minimally 
impossible supernatural worlds that solve existential problems, 
including death and deception. Here the focus is on folkpsychology 
and agency. A key feature of the supernatural agent concepts 
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common to all religions is the triggering of an "Innate Releasing 
Mechanism," or “agency detector,” whose proper (naturally-
selected) domain encompasses animate objects relevant to 
hominid survival - such as predators, protectors and prey - but 
which actually extends to moving dots on computer screens, 
voices in wind, faces on clouds. Folkpsychology also crucially 
involves metarepresentation, which makes deception possible and 
threatens any social order; however, these same metacognitive 
capacities provide the hope and promise of open-ended solutions 
through representations of counterfactual supernatural worlds that 
cannot be logically or empirically verified or falsified. Because 
religious beliefs cannot be deductively or inductively validated, 
validation occurs only by ritually addressing the very emotions 
motivating religion. Cross-cultural experimental evidence 
encourages these claims.  
 
More recent research attempts to synthesize cognitive theories on 
the origins of religion with theories of human cooperation and 
cultural group selection. The general idea is that understanding 
religion requires explaining why supernatural beliefs, devotions, 
and rituals are both universal and variable across cultures, and 
why religion is so often associated with both large-scale 
cooperation and enduring group conflict. Emerging lines of 
research suggest that these oppositions result from the 
convergence of three processes. First, the interaction of certain 
reliably developing cognitive processes, such as our ability to 
infer the presence of intentional agents, favors—as an 
evolutionary by-product—the spread of certain kinds of 
counterintuitive concepts. Second, participation in rituals and 
devotions involving costly displays exploits various aspects of our 
evolved psychology to deepen people's commitment to both 
supernatural agents and religious communities. Third, competition 
among societies and organizations with different faith-based 
beliefs and practices has increasingly connected religion with both 
within-group prosociality and between-group enmity. This 
connection has strengthened dramatically in recent millennia, as 
part of the evolution of complex societies, and is important to 
understanding cooperation and conflict in today's world.  

 
 

 
Europe, N. Africa, Middle East, Central Asia, Southeast Asia, Latin America, North America 
 
2002 – present   

Evolution of Global Network Terrorism and the Role of Sacred 
Values in Violent Political and Cultural Conflict. Psychological 
survey and ethnographic study of emotional, cognitive, institutional 
and historical factors motivating religiously and politically inspired 
violence against civilian populations, in general, and suicide attack, in 
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particular. The initial focus was on the origins and etiology of suicide 
attack, especially in the Middle East and Southeast Asia. The goal was 
to identify approaches to stopping the violence that currently do not 
seem to work (alleviating poverty or illiteracy, ethnic profiling, 
protecting vulnerable targets, bombarding communities with self-
serving information) and those that stand a better chance (interethnic 
dialogue and negotiation, addressing grievances of communities that 
currently sympathize with suicide terrorists). The preliminary 
investigation focused on the role of sacred values (SVs) in cultural 
conflicts, by interviewing operatives from Islamic Jihadi organizations 
that sponsor suicide attacks in order to evaluate the contribution of 
sacred values in motivating suicide terrorism. The hypothesis was that 
SVs - which encompass aspects of what political scientists, 
sociologists, anthropologists and psychologists call non-instrumental, 
sacred or protected values - are critical in generating and sustaining 
seemingly intractable cultural conflicts. The interviews and surveys 
elicit information that can be statistically mined for patterns showing 
tradeoff reluctance, quantity insensitivity, immunity from free rider 
concerns, framing effects, evidence of moral outrage and, more 
generally, which sorts of cognitive entailments make terrorist actions 
in the name of God difficult to carry out and perhaps even not 
worthwhile to do at all.  
 
The work has now branched out in two lines of study. The first line 
involves the role of sacred values in human conflict in general, and 
violent and seemingly intractable political and cultural conflict in 
particular. The investigations include large-scale population surveys, 
in North America, Europe, North Africa, The Middle East, Southeast 
Asia and elsewhere. These are the first such large-scale surveys 
structured and administered according to an experimental (between-
subjects) design that employ both concrete and abstract queries that 
subjects have never before thought about (to avoid pat or preformed 
responses). There are also smaller-scale in-depth studies 
(experimentally designed – within-subjects  – interviews with political 
leaders in the Middle East, Iran, Pakistan, Indonesia; comparative 
analyses of moderate and radical madrassahs in Pakistan and southeast 
Asia at freshman, intermediate and graduate levels, etc.). This work 
also underpins actual interventions in conflict negotiation in the 
Middle East and elsewhere, including with leaders of various nations, 
political factions and popular movements. 
 
Sacred values differ from material or instrumental values in that they 
incorporate moral beliefs that drive action in ways dissociated from 
prospects for success. Across the world, people believe that devotion 
to essential or core values – such as the welfare of their family and 
country, or their commitment to religion, honor, and justice – are, or 
ought to be, absolute and inviolable. Counterintuitively, understanding 
an opponent’s sacred values, we believe, offers surprising 
opportunities for breakthroughs to peace. Because of the emotional 
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unwillingness of those in conflict situations to negotiate sacred values, 
conventional wisdom suggests that negotiators should either leave 
sacred values for last in political negotiations or try to bypass them 
with sufficient material incentives. Our empirical findings and 
historical analysis suggest that conventional wisdom is wrong. In fact, 
offering to provide material benefits in exchange for giving up a sacred 
value actually makes settlement more difficult because people see the 
offering as an insult rather than a compromise. But we also found that 
making symbolic concessions of no apparent material benefit might 
open the way to resolving seemingly irresolvable conflicts. We have 
offered suggestions for how negotiators can reframe their position by 
demonstrating respect, and/or by apologizing for what they sincerely 
regret. We have also offered suggestions for how to overcome sacred 
barriers by refining sacred values to exclude outmoded claims, 
exploiting the inevitable ambiguity of sacred values, shifting the 
context, provisionally prioritizing values, and reframing responsibility.   
 
Our recent research on sacred values has also focused on locating 
neural signatures for sacred values through brain imaging among 
radicalized populations. In several studies, we find that radicalized 
individuals are more willing to self-sacrifice, including fighting and 
dying, for sacred values than non-sacred values. We also find that 
decisions about self-sacrifice involve inhibition of deliberative and 
utilitarian reasoning n favor of rapid, duty-bound responses. The brain 
research complements, and replicates, another recent study by our 
research team at the front lines with combatants  (ISIS, PKK, Sunni 
militia, Peshmerga, Iraqi Army). There, we show that willingness to 
fight and die (which can be measured behaviorally but also verified in 
terms of casualties, time at the front, etc.) is greatest for those who 
believe they are fighting for sacred values, and who also perceive 
"spiritual strength" (whether of their own group, allies, or enemies) as 
more important than material strength (manpower and firepower). This 
research teases out aspects of a “DEVOTED ACTOR” paradigm based 
on the interaction of sacred values and uncompromising group 
allegiance, which we first presented to the National Security Council at 
the White House when Artis was formed in 2006. The aim was to bring 
together academic researchers and policymakers as a way of getting a 
handle on value-driven violence (as opposed to standard rational-
actor/cost-benefit models of conflict), and more generally to figure out 
ways to reduce violence. 
 
The second line of research inquires into the comparative anatomy and 
evolution of global, transnational terrorist networks. It is based upon a 
comprehensive, people-based terrorist database that includes detailed 
information on thousands of people’s training, schooling, kinship 
affiliations, friendships, life experiences, and so forth (unlike all other 
terrorist databases, which are incident-based). It applies evolutionary 
and complex systems theory, new software development for graphic 
modeling, and in-depth fieldwork that involves collaborators from 
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multiple academic disciplines and countries, from governments and 
businesses, and from other sources (e.g., former intelligence case 
officers and analysts as well as former jihadi leaders and operatives as 
consultants). 
 
As I have testified before Congress and at the White House on several 
occasions, government responses to terrorism are by and large fixated 
on technology and technological success, and there is almost no 
sustained or systematic approach to field-based social understanding of 
our adversaries' motivation, intent, will, and the dreams that drive their 
strategic vision, however strange those dreams and vision may seem to 
us....As one Air Force General said: “I was trained for Ds ─ defeat, 
destroy, devastate ─ now I’m told we have responsibility for the Rs ─ 
rebuild, reform, renew . Well, I was never trained for that, so what the 
Hell am I supposed to do? Destroy in just the right way to rebuild?”.... 
Young people constantly see and discuss among themselves images of 
war and injustice against "our people," become morally outraged 
(especially if injustice resonates personally, which is more of a 
problem abroad than at home), and dream of a war for justice that 
gives their friendship cause. But of the millions who sympathize with 
the jihadi cause, only some thousands show willingness to actually 
commit violence. They almost invariably go on to violence in small 
groups of volunteers consisting mostly of friends and some kin within 
specific "scenes": neighborhoods, schools (classes, dorms), 
workplaces, common leisure activities (soccer, study group, 
barbershop, café) and, increasingly, online chat-rooms. A key problem 
with proposals on what to do about radicalization to violent extremism 
is lack of field experience with the context-sensitive processes of 
selection into violence within these scenes. To understand and manage 
the local pathways to and from violent extremism requires science-
based field research that is open to public verification and replicable, 
with clear ways and means to falsify what is wrong so as to better and 
better approximate what is truly right. 

 
Europe, N. Africa, Middle East, Central Asia, Southeast Asia, Latin America, North America 
 
2015 – present   
 

Transcultural Predictors of Will to Fight. At the outset of WWII in 1939, 
the US army, 174,000 strong, was 19th in ranking of armed forces. With US 
entry into war, President Roosevelt committed the nation to unconditional 
victory over the Axis powers through the generation and application of 
overwhelming force, reprising in part actions taken by President Lincoln to 
win the US Civil War. Spearheaded by US army Chief of Staff George 
Marshall, by the end of WWII US military forces increased 50-fold and 
American industrial production doubled, producing two-thirds of all Allied 
military equipment. This primary focus on military capacity (postwar research 
shows no critical role for motivation, despite Hollywood) resulted in 
destruction of Axis military infrastructure and the political regimes dependent 
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on it, enabling wholesale transformation of authoritarian enemies into 
democratic friends, and arguably eventual victory in the Cold War. 
 
But regarding America’s involvement in regional wars – in Vietnam, Iraq, 
Afghanistan – this nearly exclusive focus of military capacity to the exclusion 
of “will to” fight has been disastrous in terms of costs in treasure and lives and 
failure of desired outcomes; and this also was nearly so in the case of Ukraine. 
Despite acknowledgement by our political and military leaders of the 
importance of will to fight after the fact (most recently by Presidents Biden 
and Obama, and Generals Berrier and Milley), the perceptible consensus 
remains that will to fight is “an imponderable.”  
 
Although in summer 2022 Congress voted a resolution urging that attention 
and resources be committed to understanding will to fight, efforts within the 
political and military establishment persist in being contentious, fragmented 
and meager, and are likely to remain so without awareness of what the social, 
psychological and biological sciences have researched, and continue to reveal, 
on the matter of will to fight. 
 
Using converging cross-cultural data from a multi-method approach involving 
novel dynamic measures in field and online research – supported in part by 
Minerva, AFOSR, ONR, and NSF and in Parternship with Artis International, 
the University of Oxford’s Changing Character of War Centre, and Spain’s 
Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia and Universitat Autònoma de 
Barcelona  –  our research reveals specific psycho-social and neural pathways, 
within a general causal framework, that predict willingness to make costly 
sacrifices, including willingness to cooperate, fight and die in war and 
sustained conflict. For example, we have conducted some 30 studies in 9 
countries with nearly 12,000 participants including: regular army, Sunni 
militia, Peshmerga, PKK and ISIS fighters, and internally displaced people in 
Iraq; Syrian refugees; European-based and North African supporters of jihadi 
groups; jihadists versus MS-13 and other Latino gang members in 35 Spanish 
prisons; studies in Lebanon and Palestine, with far-right supporters in the US 
and Europe, and US Air Force cadets; and pre- and post-invasion studies in 
Ukraine and with European supporters. 
 

 
2004 NATO AWR (“Suicide Terrorism: Strategic Threat and 

Counterstrategies”). Organizer. 
 
2005 World Federation of Scientists, Permanent Monitoring Panel on 

Terrorism. Co-Organizer. 
 

2005 SBE Partnership U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Executive Office of 
Science and Technology.  

 
2006 SHARP (Solving Hard Problems), Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence 
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2007  TARC (Turkish American Research Collaboration) to promote the 
development of a collaboration between John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice of the City University of New York, the Turkish National 
Police Academy, the Turkish Office of Police Intelligence and ARTIS 
Research and Risk Modeling Corporation. Co-Organizer. 

 
2009 – 2014         French Government, Agence Nationale de la Recherche (Committee 

to determine the future directions of scientific research) 
 
2010-2021 Briefings and presentations on terrorism and violent extremism to NSC-

Staff at the White House, U.S. Senate (Armed Services) and House 
(Homeland Security), Centcomm, Socomm, U.S. Dept. of State, French 
Ministries of Defense and Interior, Kurdistan Regional Government 
(Prime Minister), German Minister of Defense, European Parliament, 
Israeli Prime Minster & National Security Advisor, Saudi Government 
(Governor of Riyadh & Minister of Interior), UK Parliament and 
Cabinet, World Economic Forum, Etc. 

 
2015                    UN Security Council, Introductory address and follow up to Ministerial 

deliberation on “The Role of Youth in Countering Violent Extremism 
and Promoting Peace”; https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/in-
gods-we-trust/201505/role-youth-countering-violent-extremism-
promoting-peace 

 
2016                  Center for Strategic and International Studies, Commission on 

Countering Violent Extremism (Co-Chairs: Leon Panetta and Tony 
Blair); https://www.csis.org/features/turning-point 

 
 2016-2017           UN Security Council Advisory Board for Implementation of UN 

Security Council Resolution 2250 (Youth, Peace, and Security); 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2016-08-
12/secretary-general-forms-advisory-group-experts-
progress?utm_source=Viber&utm_medium=Chat&utm_campaign=Priva
te 

 
     2016-2021 Advice and Training to the U.S. Air Force Academy on methods in 

experimental psychology applied to the theoretical framework of “The 
Devoted Actor” and measures of “Willingness to Fight and Die” 
(https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2113076119; 
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2303614120) 

 
     2019-2025  Briefings on Malign Influence with AI at White House Situation Room, 

U.S. Department of State (GEC), DoD, NSA- Cybercommand, U.S. 
Embassies in Europe; https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-
Tree/Owl_View/Article/2069926/it-takes-social-science-to-counter-the-
power-of-russias-malign-influence-campai/; Socom/Joint Interagency 
Task Force-South, Centcom, Africom, Eucom, DARPA. 

     

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/in-gods-we-trust/201505/role-youth-countering-violent-extremism-promoting-peace
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/in-gods-we-trust/201505/role-youth-countering-violent-extremism-promoting-peace
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/in-gods-we-trust/201505/role-youth-countering-violent-extremism-promoting-peace
https://www.csis.org/features/turning-point
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2016-08-12/secretary-general-forms-advisory-group-experts-progress?utm_source=Viber&utm_medium=Chat&utm_campaign=Private
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2016-08-12/secretary-general-forms-advisory-group-experts-progress?utm_source=Viber&utm_medium=Chat&utm_campaign=Private
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2016-08-12/secretary-general-forms-advisory-group-experts-progress?utm_source=Viber&utm_medium=Chat&utm_campaign=Private
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2016-08-12/secretary-general-forms-advisory-group-experts-progress?utm_source=Viber&utm_medium=Chat&utm_campaign=Private
https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/2069926/it-takes-social-science-to-counter-the-power-of-russias-malign-influence-campai/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/2069926/it-takes-social-science-to-counter-the-power-of-russias-malign-influence-campai/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Owl-In-the-Olive-Tree/Owl_View/Article/2069926/it-takes-social-science-to-counter-the-power-of-russias-malign-influence-campai/
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     2021-2025         Briefings on “Will to Fight” and Ending Wars (Centcom, Africom, 
Eucom, Socom/Joint Interagency Task Force-South, NSC staff); 
https://www.stimson.org/2024/heading-off-armed-conflict-and-war/ 
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GRANTS AND AWARDS (since 2010): 
 

1. National Science Foundation, “Culture, Psychological Distance, and Modes of 
Moral Decision Making.” 

2. MINERVA-ONR (U.S. Dept of Defense), “Motivational, Ideological and Social 
Processes in Political Violence.”  

3. MINERVA-AFOSR (U.S. Dept of Defense),  “Dynamics of Sacred Values and 
Social Responsibilities in Governance and Conflict Management: The Interplay 
Between Leaders, Devoted-Actor Networks, General Populations, and Time. 

4. MINERVA-AFOSR (U.S. Dept of Defense), “Alternatives to Nuclear Capability in 
the Middle East.”  

5. ONR (U.S. Dept. of Defense), “Development of Empirical Measures to Calculate 
Willingness to Fight,” (S. Atran, R. Davis, A Gómez, H. Sheikh, J. Ginges),  
$220,000 to ARTIS (2015-2017) 

6. National Science Foundation, “The Devoted Actor: Sacred Values, Identity Fusion 
and Intergroup Conflict.”   

7. Carnegie Foundation, “Policy Research on State Failure and Social Fragmentation in 
the Arab Region.”  

8. AFOSR, “Leveraging Wedge Issues Among Populations Susceptible to the 
Influence or Control of the Islamic State and Prevention of Violent Successors.”  

9. MINERVA-AFOSR, “Addressing Resilience in the Western Alliance Against 
Fragmentation: Willingness to Sacrifice and the Spiritual Dimension of Intergroup 
Cooperation and Conflict.” 

10. U.S. Department of State / Global Engagement Center, “Detecting and Countering 
Foreign State Propaganda and Disinformation on Social Media with Human/AI 
Interfaces. 

11. MINERVA-ONR, Power Projection and Subversion via Malign Influence 
Campaigns on Social Media: A Comparative Study of Effects of Cognitive Biases 
and Cultural Values on Information Operations by Russia in Eastern Europe and 
China in Latin America. 
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
 

Editorial Board: Dynamics of Asymmetric Warfare, Frontiers in Cultural Psychology, 
Frontiers in Psychology, Journal of Cognition and Culture, Journal of 
Ethnobiology, Mind and Society, Religion, Brain and Behavior, Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences, USA 

 
Ad hoc reviewer for: American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, American 

Political Science Review, American Psychologist, Annales-Economies-Sociétés-
Civilisations, Behavioral and Brain Sciences, Biology and Philosophy, 
Cognition, Cognitive Psychology, Current Anthropology, Evolution and 
Cognition, Evolution and Human Behavior, Journal of Anthropological 
Linguistics, Journal of Cognition and Culture, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Journal of the History of Biology, Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, Journal of Risk and Uncertainty, Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, L’Homme, Mind and Language, Nature, Nature 
Human Behaviour, New England Journal of Medicine, Personality and Social 
Psychology Bulletin, Perspectives on Politics, Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society, Politics and Society, Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences USA, Proceedings of the Royal Society –B, Psychological Science, 
Psychological Review, Risk Analysis, Science, Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, Studies in History and Philosophy of Science, Terrorism and 
Political Violence,  Trends in Cognitive Sciences,  Blackwell, Cambridge 
University Press, European Research Council, HarperCollins, Harvard 
University Press, MIT Press, Oxford University Press,  Princeton University 
Press, Presses Universitaires de France, The University of Arizona Press, The 
University of Michigan Press, The University of Toronto Press, The University 
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(with Richard Davis, Robert Axelrod, Lord John Alderdice). 

232. Kennedy School Negotiation Project and Building Insights (Zoom meeting), 
Haravard University, 7 December 2020. 

233. Stanford Panel on Polarization (Zoom meeting), 22 April 2021. 
234. U.S.-Russia Inter-Academy Workshop on Radioactivity Challenges. U.S. National 

Academy of Sciences and Russian Federation Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 26 
April 2021. 

235. Terrorisme, révolutions, et conflits intraitables. L’Observatoire du fait religieux 
(CREC Saint-Cyr), Ecole Militaire, Paris, 22 May 2022. 

236. The Conceptual and Emotional Landscape of Terrorism, Revolutions & Intractable 
Conflicts. Consortium of European Research on Emotion, Granada, Spain, 9 June 
2022. 

237. Transcultural Predictors of Will to Fight. NSI/DoD -- Strategic Multilayer 
Assessment Speaker Series, Washington, DC, 12 October 2022; 
https://nsiteam.com/transcultural-predictors-of-will-to-fight/ 

https://nsiteam.com/transcultural-predictors-of-will-to-fight/
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238. What Sustains and Ends Wars: Will to Fight to Secure Ontological Significance vs. 
Material Capacity to Pursue Power. Presentation to Conference on Ending Wars, 
Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict, University of Oxford, 25 June 
2024; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2i_EEHK_u6o 

239. Acteurs dévoués et la chute des cultures. Détection des Signaux de Radicalisation 
Terroriste, Institut des hautes études de défense nationale, Paris, 16 October 2024. 

240. Briefings to: European Command, African Command, Southern Command, US 
National Security Council Staff, 2022-2025. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2i_EEHK_u6o
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Feature Articles on Scientific Studies by S. Atran and Colleagues 
 

- Science News (“Digging into Natural World Insights,” 16 November 1996) 
http://www.sciencenews.org/sn_arch/11_16_96/ref1.htm 
- Science News (“Cultures of Reason,” by B. Bower, 22 January 2002) 
http://www.sciencenews.org/20000122/bob9ref.asp 
- AP Monitor (American Psychological Association, “Thinking Green,” by E. Benson, 
April 2003) http://mirror.apa.org/monitor/apr03/underlies.html 
- Discover magazine (“Discover Dialogue: Anthropologist Scott Atran,” by J. 
Glausiuscz, October 2003) http://www.discover.com/issues/oct-
03/departments/featdialogue/ 
- The Scientist (“Mind – The adaptive gap,” by E. Russo, 1 March 2004) 
http://www.the-scientist.com/yr2004/mar/research2_040301.html 
- London Review of Books “(“Mindblind,” by I. Hacking, 21 October 2004) 
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v26/n20/hack01_.html 
- Science & Vie (« La religion bouscule notre perception du monde »,  inteview avec 
Scott Atran, août  2005) http://atheisme.free.fr/Revue_presse/Science_et_vie_1055.htm 
- Pour la Science, Cerveau et Psycho (« Terroristes en quête de compassion », interview 
de Scott Atran, octobre 2005) 
http://www.pourlascience.com/index.php?ids=DLNVeolGzzQZekyrbdoN&Menu=Cp&
Action=2&idn3=372 
- Harvard Science Review (“The creation of God: What adaptive psychology tells us 
about the evolution of religion,” by M. McFarlane, Fall 2005) 
http://www.harvardsciencereview.org/volume19-1/pages_18_21.pdf 
- Sciences Humaines (« Les kamikazes : le suicide comme arme », by F. Géré, décembre 
2005) http://www.scienceshumaines.com/documentAccess.do?id=44942 
- New Scientist (« Fundamentalists are just like us, » by M. Brooks, 8 October 2005) 
http://www.sitemaker.umich.edu/satran/files/atran_new_scientist081005.pdf 
- Scientific American (“Virtual Jihad,” by L.-M. Ariza, January 2006) 
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?articleID=000B5155-2077-13A8-
9E4D83414B7F0101 
- The Wall Street Journal (“Key to Peace in the Middle East may be ‘Sacred Beliefs’,” 
Sharon Begley, 25 August 2006) http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/06237/716363-
115.stm 
- Bismarck Tribune (North Dakota, “Evolutionists have better case,” by G. Gannon, 8 
December 2006) 
- New York Times Magazine (Cover story, “Why We Believe - Darwin’s God,” by Robin 
Marantz Henig, 4 March 2007) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/04/magazine/04evolution.t.html?ei=5090&en=43cfb4
6824423cea&ex=1330664400 
- Discover Magazine (“Top 75 Questions of Science,” Special Issue, Spring 2008) 
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/satran/files/atran_discover_mag_75_top_qs_of_science_apr0
4.pdf 
http://www.elperiodico.com/default.asp?idpublicacio_PK=46&idioma=CAS&idnoticia_
PK=566167&idseccio_PK=1022 
- The Guardian (‘Resilient Faith,” op-ed 28 October 2008) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2008/oct/28/religion-anthropology-
science  
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http://atheisme.free.fr/Revue_presse/Science_et_vie_1055.htm
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2008/oct/28/religion-anthropology-science
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- National Science Foundation – (Respect for Sacred Values is Key to Conflict 
Resolution,” National Science Foundation Discovery, January 7, 2009) 
http://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=112944&govDel=USNSF_1 
- The New York Times and International Herald Tribune (“How Words Could End a 
War,” op-ed with Jeremy Ginges, “Week in Review,” January 25, 2009) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/25/opinion/25atran.html?_r=2&pagewanted=all 
- Washington Post and Newsweek (Blog, “Obama’s Outreach to Muslims Laudable but 
Passions Lack Reasonable Solutions,” by Susan Jacoby, January 29, 2009) 
http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/panelists/susan_jacoby/2009/01/obamas_o
utreach_to_muslims_lau.html 
- New Scientist (“Born Believers, How Your Brain Creates God,” by Michael Brooks, 
February 4, 2009) http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20126941.700-born-believers-
how-your-brain-creates-god.html?full=true 
- Nature Magazine (“Darwin 200: Human Nature – The Remix – Universal Religion,” 
by Dan Jones, February 11, 2009) 
http://www.nature.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/news/2009/090211/full/457780a/box/2.html 
- La Vanguardia (Spain, “Somos buenos por naturaleza? La ciencia estudia si existe una 
moral innata,” by Cristina Saez, May 16, 2009) 
http://www.lavanguardia.es/palm/20090509/53699835483.html 
- Newsweek (“Can Admitting a Wrong Make a Right?” by Christopher Dickey, June 1, 
2009) http://www.newsweek.com/id/200135 
-  International Culture and Cognition (“A memory of Claude Lévi-Strauss,” by Scott 
Atran, November 4, 2009) 
http://www.cognitionandculture.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5
38:scott-atrans-memories-of-levi-strauss&catid=67:scott-atrans-blog&Itemid=34 
- Il Sole 24 Ore  (Italy, “Universali umani a Parigi e New York » November 7, 2009) 
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/1
1/erede-Levi-Strauss.shtml?uuid=436f85ae-cbc2-11de-913f-
6671c57e5098&DocRulesView=Libero 
- Il Sole 24 Ore  (Italy, “Plaudì la rivoluzione cognitiva, » November 7, 2009) 
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/1
1/rivoluzione-cognitiva.shtml?uuid=cb5dbf80-cbc2-11de-913f-
6671c57e5098&DocRulesView= 
- New York Times and International Herald Tribune (“To beat Al Qaeda, look to the 
East,” oped, “Week in Review,” December 13, 2009); 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/13/opinion/13atran.html 
- Newsweek (“When Nukes Become Sacred: The psychology behind Iranian support for 
the country's nuclear program,” by Sharon Begley, January 8, 2010); 
http://www.newsweek.com/id/229865 
- Science (“Should Social Scientists Help the U.S. Fight Terror?” by John Bohannon, 
March 11, 2010); http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2010/03/should-social-
scientists-help-th.html 
- The Guardian (“Times Square Bomber: Another of the Dangerous Disillusioned,” 
news analysis, May 7, 2010); http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/may/07/times-
square-bomb-analysis 
- Cultural Heritage and Arts Review (“Q & A with Cultural Anthropologist Scott 
Atran,” The American Society of International Law, Vol. 1, issue 1, June 2010); 
http://www.asil.org/files/60/misc/CHAReviewI.pdf 

http://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=112944&govDel=USNSF_1
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http://www.cognitionandculture.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=538:scott-atrans-memories-of-levi-strauss&catid=67:scott-atrans-blog&Itemid=34
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/erede-Levi-Strauss.shtml?uuid=436f85ae-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView=Libero
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/erede-Levi-Strauss.shtml?uuid=436f85ae-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView=Libero
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/erede-Levi-Strauss.shtml?uuid=436f85ae-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView=Libero
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/rivoluzione-cognitiva.shtml?uuid=cb5dbf80-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/rivoluzione-cognitiva.shtml?uuid=cb5dbf80-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView
http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/SoleOnLine4/Tempo%20libero%20e%20Cultura/2009/11/rivoluzione-cognitiva.shtml?uuid=cb5dbf80-cbc2-11de-913f-6671c57e5098&DocRulesView
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/13/opinion/13atran.html
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- New York Times and International Herald Tribune (“Why We Talk to Terrorists,” oped 
with Robert Axelrod, June 30, 2010), 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/30/opinion/30atran.html 
- Newsweek ("Why Islamists Love the World Cup," by David Graham, July 6, 2010) 
http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/06/why-islamists-love-the-world-cup.html- 
- Newsweek  (“All Talk and… No Talk: Why Obama Isn’t talking to America’s 
Enemies,” by Christopher Dickey, July 9, 2010) 
http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/09/all-talk-and-no-talk.html 
- The Guardian (“Can You Do Counterterrorism Without Theology? The Romance of 
Terror,” S. Atran, July 19, 2010) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2010/jul/19/terrorism-radical-religion 
- El País Semanal  (Spain, Sunday Magazine, “En la mente del terrorista,” by Luis 
Miguel Ariza, 26 September 2010), 
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/portada/mente/terrorista/elpepusoceps/20100926elpepsp
or_8/Tes 
- The  Observer (“Talking to the Enemy by Scott Atran – A Review,” by Jason Burke, 
25 October 2010) http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/oct/24/scott-atran-talking-to-
the-enemy-review 
- New Scientist (“How to Catch the ‘Jihadi Bug’,” by Michael Bond, 25 October 2010) 
http://www.newscientist.com/blogs/culturelab/2010/10/jihadi-bug.html 
- New York Times and International Herald Tribune (“Turning the Taliban Against Al 
Qaeda,” oped, 27 October 2010) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/27/opinion/27atran.html 
- Foreign Policy (“Keystone Al-Kaeda: In the Battle Against Al Qaeda, the Only Thing 
We Have to Fear is Fear Itself,” 5 November 2010) 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/11/05/keystone_al_kaeda 
- The Sunday Times (“A Review of ‘Talking to the Enemy’,” by Brian Appleyard, 5 
November 2010) http://sitemaker.umich.edu/satran/feature_articles_about_scott_atran 
- The Times (“Interview with Scott Atran,” by David Aaronovitch, 13 November 2010) 
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/satran/feature_articles_about_scott_atran 
- Financial Times (“Talking to the Enemy”, a review by Richard Phelps, 22 November 
2010) http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/573ab4ea-f363-11df-b34f-
00144feab49a.html#axzz186VzCLqW 
- The Guardian (“The Taliban’s ex-pat jihadists,” 29 November 2010) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2010/nov/29/taliban-army-expat-
jihadists 
- The Literary Review (“The Privilege of Absurdity – on Scott Atran’s ‘Talking to the 
Enemy’,” by John Gray, December 2010) 
http://www.literaryreview.co.uk/gray_12_10.html 
- The National Interest (“Calling the Muslim Brotherhood,” field commentary, 2 Feb 
2011); http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/calling-the-muslim-brotherhood-4816 
-Huffington Post (“The Muslim Brother Bogey Man,” oped, 2 Febraury 2011) 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-atran/the-muslim-bogey-men-egyp_b_817988.html 
- Huffington Post (“Pumping up the Muslim Brotherhood, Part 2, 3 Febraury 2011) 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-atran/pumping-up-the-muslim-bro_b_818741.html 
- New York Times and International Herald Tribune (“Egypt’s Bumbling Brotherhood,” 
oped, 3 February 2011) http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/03/opinion/03atran.html 
- The Guardian (“Talking to the Enemy,” by David Shariatmaari, 12 February 2011) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2011/feb/12/talking-enemy-scott-atran-review 
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- Science magazine (“Survey says: War is the irrational choice,” by John Bohannon, 15 
February 2011) http://news.sciencemag.org/sciencenow/2011/02/survey-says-war-is-the-
irrationa.html?ref=hp 
- New Scientist (“Sacred rules of engagement defeat rationality in war,” by Michael 
Marshall, 16 February 2011) http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn20138-sacred-rules-
of-engagement-defeat-rationality-in-war.html 
- London Review of Books (“Where the Jihadis Are,” By Jeremy Harding, 17 February 
2011) http://www.lrb.co.uk/v33/n04/jeremy-harding/where-the-jihadis-are 
- Times Higher Education (“Talking to the Enemy,” by Charles Townshend, 2 June 
2011); 
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=416351&
c=1 
- Psychologie Heute (Germany, “Interview mitt Scott Atran,” by Ingrid Glomp, August 
2011) http://ingridglomp.blogspot.com/2011/07/interview-mit-scott-atran.html 
- La Tercera Cultura (Spain, “Entrevista a Scott Atran,” 22 October 2011); 
http://www.terceracultura.net/tc/?p=3506 
- Huffington Post (“Good Guys Kill Better, Or How to Outwit the Bad Beast of Our 
Nature,” 17 March 2012) http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-atran/robert-bales-
afghanistan-shootings_b_1355651.html 
The Guardian (Ander Breivik is a terrorist, so we should treat him like one,” J. 
Freedland 20 April 2012); 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/apr/20/breivik-terrorist-like-al-qaida 
- Huffington Post (“What’s really the matter with Kansas and Cairo?” 5 May 2012); 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-atran/whats-really-the-matter-w_b_1492120.html 
- Huffington Post (“Religion is a potent force for ingroup cooperation and outgroup 
conflict, Science article maintains, 17 May, 2012); http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-
atran/religion-human-conflict_b_1526177.html 
- ABC News (“Religion deserves more study by scientists, say researchers,” Lee Dye, 17 
May 2012); http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/science-religion-researchers-god-
neglected-laboratory/story?id=16364587#.T8UTsZlYtAB 
- ORTF.at (Austria, “Katalysator des Guten und Schlechten,” R. Czepel, 18 May 2012); 
http://science.orf.at/stories/1698711/ 
- Daily Mail (“The good and bad of religion: How faith is a potent force for BOTH co-
operation and conflict,” E. Wrenn, 18 May 2012);  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2146347/The-good-bad-religion-How-
faith-potent-force-BOTH-operation-conflict.html#ixzz1wHhMi7ag 
- Le Scienze (edizione italiana di Scientific Americain, Guerre di religion,” D. Ovadia, 23 
may 2012); http://ovadia-lescienze.blogautore.espresso.repubblica.it/2012/05/23/guerre-
di-religione/ 
- Science and Religion Today (“How Can a Better Understanding of Sacred Values Help 
Us Resolve Intergroup Conflicts?” oped, 22 May 2012); 
http://www.scienceandreligiontoday.com/2012/05/22/how-can-a-better-understanding-
of-sacred-values-help-us-resolve-intergroup-conflicts/ 
- Big Think (“What your brain looks like when you’re selling out,” D. Berreby, 25 May 
2012); http://bigthink.com/ideas/what-your-brain-looks-like-when-youre-selling-out 
- The Daily Beast (“Studying the sacred,” by M. Simon, 12 Aug 2012); 
http://andrewsullivan.thedailybeast.com/2012/08/studying-the-sacred.html 
- The Chronicle of Higher Education (“Dusting off God,” by T. Bartlett, 13 Aug 2012); 
http://chronicle.com/article/Does-Religion-Really-Poison/133457/ 
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Atran, 15 August 2017); https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-denounce-
radicalized-youth-engage-with-them/2017/08/15/2e514cfa-81d8-11e7-902a-
2a9f2d808496_story.html?utm_term=.7bccfb3d6623 
- The Guardian (“Extremism is surging. To beat it we need young hearts and minds,” by 
S. Atran 20 August 2017); 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/aug/20/extremism-is-surging-to-beat-
it-we-need-young-hearts-and-minds 
- Libération (France, “Barcelone-Charlottesville : la crise des cultures”, by S. Atran, 22 
August 2017); 
https://www.google.fr/search?q=scott+atran&tbm=nws&source=lnt&tbs=qdr:m&sa=X
&ved=0ahUKEwi1o6L99o7WAhXFD8AKHTqODL8QpwUIHQ&biw=1331&bih=133
9&dpr=2 
- New York Review of Books (“ISIS after the Caliphate,” S. Atran, H. Waziri & R. Davis, 
19 October 2017); http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2017/10/19/isis-after-the-caliphate/ 
- Libération (France, « L’EI vaincu ? Pas si vite… », by S. Atran, 24 October 2017) ; 
http://www.liberation.fr/debats/2017/10/24/l-ei-vaincu-pas-si-vite_1605373 
- Psychology Today (“The role of religion: A commentary on French President Macrons 
declaration at the Vatican,” Part 2, 25 October 2018) 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/in-gods-we-trust/201810/the-role-religion 
- Scientific American (“How people become radicalized,” 28 January, 2019); available at 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/how-people-become-radicalized/ 
- The Guardian (“From Christchurch to Colombo, Islamists and the far right are playing 
a deadly duet, 25 April 2019); 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/apr/25/christchurch-colombo-
islamists-far-right-sri-lanka 
- L’OBS (France, “Scott Atran : “Les kurdes n’abandonneront jamais”, 14 October 
2019); https://www.nouvelobs.com/monde/20191014.OBS19755/scott-atran-les-kurdes-
n-abandonneront-jamais.html 
-L’OBS (France, “Confinement et coronavirus: le problème avec la ‘distanciation 
social’,” 15 March 2020); https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-
wuhan/20200315.OBS26092/confinement-et-coronavirus-le-probleme-avec-la-
distanciation-sociale.html 
- Psychology Today (“The problem of social distancing,” 20 March 2020); 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/in-gods-we-trust/202003/the-problem-social-
distancing 
- This View of Life (Magazine of the Evolution Institute, “Pandemic: A global 
opportunity for national renewal or deterioration,” 20 April 2020); https://evolution-
institute.org/pandemic-a-global-opportunity-for-national-renewal-or-deterioration/ 
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- EUOBSERVER (“Why are some people willing to die for a cause - and some not?” 9 
September 2021); https://euobserver.com/opinion/152824 

- L’OBS (France, «Afghanistan. La volonté de se battre, cela ne s’achète pas », 23 
August 2021) ; https://www.nouvelobs.com/idees/20210823.OBS47796/afghanistan-la-
volonte-de-se-battre-cela-ne-s-achete-pas-par-scott-atran.html 
- New York Times (“Why the Taliban prevailed,” S. Atran & R. Axelrod, 8 August 
2021); https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/31/opinion/letters/desantis-abbott-covid.html 
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- Psychology Today (“Fascism’s centennial legacy,” S. Atran, 25 October 2022); 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/gb/blog/in-gods-we-trust/202210/fascism-s-
centennial-legacy 
- L’OBS (France, Attaque du Hamas contre Israël : « Sept brèves réflexions sur la guerre 
de Gaza », S. Atran, 9 October 2023) ; 
https://www.nouvelobs.com/idees/20231009.OBS79240/attaque-du-hamas-contre-israel-
sept-breves-reflexions-sur-la-guerre-de-gaza-par-scott-atran.html 
- Psychology Today (“Is Peace Possible? The Moving Parts of a Current Conflict,”  S. 
Atran, 21 October 2023; https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/in-gods-we-
trust/202310/is-peace-possible-the-moving-parts-of-a-current-conflict 
- Foreign Affairs (“What Gazans Want: A Brutal War Has Weakened Support for Hamas 
– but Made Peace With Israel Harder,” S. Atran & Á. Gómez, 14 February 2025); 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/what-gazans-want 
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Radio, Television, Podcasts  
 
─  National Public Radio with Chris Joyce (“Profile: Look at the Mind of a Suicide 
Bomber,” 7 March 2003) 
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/transcripts/2003/mar/030307.joyce.html 
─  BBC Morning News, 7 March 03 
─  BBC World Service, 7 March 03 
─  Discovery Channel, 7 March 03 
─  CNN television with Renay San Miguel, 8 March 03 
http://static.elibrary.com/c/cnnsaturday/march082003/interviewwithscottatran/index.html 
─  BBC News Hour, 12 March 03 
─  CTV (Canada), 22 March 03 
─  New Zealand Radio, 25 March 2003 
─  CNN television with Wolf Blitzer, 31 March 03 
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0303/31/lol.02.html 
─  UPN TV Detroit, 31 March 03 
─  ABC-Channel 7 TV, Detroit, 1 April 2003 
─  BBC World Service, 5 April 2003 
─  BBC National Radio, 11 May 2003 
─  Radio France Inter, 13 May 2003 
─  Pacifica Radio, 19 May 2003 
http://www.pacifica.org/programs/peacewatch/030519_peacewatch.html 
─  BBC World Service, 27 May 2003 
─  Voice of America, 22 May 2003 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/security/library/news/2003/05/sec-030508-39196c6e.htm 
─  KHOW, Denver, 21 September 2003 
─  FOX News Weekend Live with Brit Hume, 28 September 2003 
─  WBAI New York, 26 October 2003 
─  CBS Radio, 7 November 2003 
─  BBC News Hour, 6 January 2004 
─  Vatican Radio, 12 February 2004 
─  BBC News Hour, 20hGMT Edition, 17 March 2004 
─  National Public Radio, “Morning Edition,” 18 March 2004 
http://www.npr.org/rundowns/segment.php?wfId=1776051 
─  CNN television with Carol Lin, 20 March 2004 
http://cnnstudentnews.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0403/20/cst.06.html 
─  FOX News television, 29 March 2004 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,115639,00.html 
─  BBC television “Newsnight,” 24 May 2004 
─  ScienCentral (for ABC television “Discover Minutes”) 1 June 2004 
─  BBC Newshour, World Service, 2 September 2004 
─  Radio France Info, 31 October 2004 
─  BBC News Hour, 18 December 2004 
─  ScienCentral (for ABC television “Discover Minutes” on nuclear threats) 14 January 
2005 
http://www.sciencentral.com/articles/view.php3?type=article&article_id=218392456 
─  “Breakfast Club,” Radio Jamaica, 17 May 2005 
─  “Newstalk,” 106 FM, Ireland, 26 June 2005 
─  National Public Radio, “Morning Edition,” 27 June 2005 
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─  National Public Radio, “Morning Edition,” 28 June 2005 
─  BBC Radio 4 “The World this Week,” 10 July 2005 
─  BBC World Service, 13 July 2005 
─  BBC ‘Good Morning Ulster,” 14 July 2005 
─  National Public Radio, “Morning Edition,” 29 July 2005 
http://www.npr.org/dmg/dmg.php?prgCode=ME&showDate=29-Jul-
2005&segNum=1&mediaPref=WM&getUnderwriting=1 
─  National Public Radio, “Morning Edition,” 2 October 2005 
─  National Public Radio, “All Things Considered,” 4 October 2005 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4945308 
─  Sky News television, 14 October 2005 
─  BBC Horizon, television documentary, “The 7/7 Bombers – A Psychological 
Investigation,” 27 October 2005 
─  Discovery Channel, television documentary, “Psychology of Suicide Bombers,” 21 
January 2006, http://www.englishdaily626.com/discovery_channel.php?003 
─  Newsday, Radio Ireland, 6 May 2006. 
─  CNN, “Hardwired for Faith,” on ‘Anderson Cooper 360’ and ‘House Call with Dr. 
Sanjay Gupta’, 6-8 April 2007 
http://edition.cnn.com/2007/HEALTH/04/04/neurotheology/ 
─  National Public Radio, “Moroccan Village Funnels Suicide Bombers to 
Iraq,”“Morning Edition,” 25 April 2007 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=9814476 
─  TVE 2 (Spain) “¿Cómo se hace un terrorista?” on “Redes” with Eduardo Punset, 
television interview in 4 parts, http://www.lemaroc.org/videos/video-MZTS1qi8PtI.html 
─  Channel 4 News, UK,  8 July 2007. 
─ TVE 3 (Spain) & Canal 33 (Televisó Catalunya), Interviewed by Monica Terribas, for 
“La nit al dia,” 21 November 2007, http://www.tv3.cat/ptv3/tv3Video.jsp?idint=104739 
─ BBC World News, Interview with Scott Atran, 1 February 2008. 
─ BBC Radio 4, “Revealing Religion,” 20 March 2008, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/analysis/7304998.stm 
─ BBC Radio 4, “God on My Mind,” 24 March 2010. 
─ TVO Canada, “Scott Atran: Reacting to Terror,” The Agenda with Steve Aiken, 27 
April  2010; http://www.tvo.org/TVO/WebObjects/TVO.woa?videoid?80121202001 
─Fox News Radio, “Alan Colmes Show,” 21 October 2010; 
http://radio.foxnews.com/2010/10/21/on-thursdays-radio-show-21/ 
─ Fox Television online, “Strategy Room,” 22 October 2010. 
─ MSNBC television, “Morning Joe,” 27 October 2010, 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/10/27/taliban-us-afghanistan_n_774677.html  
─ WNYC (NPR New York), “The Leonard Lopate Show”; 
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/2010/nov/05/talking-enemy/ 
─ BBC World Service / NPR, 8 November 2010 
─ Radio 4 (UK National), 9 November 2010 
─ LBC Radio (London), 9 November 2010 
─ Al Jazeera television, “David Frost Over the World,” 12 November 2010; 
http://english.aljazeera.net/programmes/frostovertheworld/2010/11/20101113122540864
871.html 
─ BBC Radio 3, “Night Waves,” 17 November 2010; 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00vhy02. 
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─ NPR-Wisconsin, “Here on Earth," Pick of the Week for Nov 24, Scott Atran's 
"Talking to The Enemy";  http://www.wpr.org/hereonearth/archive_101122k.cfm; 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwzTfs2sW7Q 
─ Newstalk (Dublin), 3 December 2010 
─ Radio Télévision Suisse, 4 December 2010 
─ France 24 television, 13 December 2010 
─ BBC World Service / NPR, 14 December 2010 
─ "Demonstrations, Hopes and Dreams," Interview with Scott Atran, for "On Being" 
American Public Radio 10 Feb 2011, NPR 13 Feb 2011 
http://being.publicradio.org/programs/2011/demonstrations-hopes-dreams/ 
─ "The Doug Noll Show," March 31, 2011; http://www.wsradio.com/internet-talk-
radio.cfm/shows/The-Doug-Noll-Show.html, 
─ 'A internet é o único lugar onde a Al Qaeda floresce', VEJA (Brazil), April 11, 2011; 
http://veja.abril.com.br/noticia/internacional/a-internet-e-o-unico-lugar-onde-a-al-qaeda-
florece-hoje-em-dia 
─ New Point of Inquiry – Scott Atran: Violent Extremism and Sacred Values (Podcast), 
Discover Magazine and CFI, August 29, 2011; 
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/intersection/2011/08/31/new-point-of-inquiry-scott-
atran-violent-extremism-and-sacred-values/ 
─ “Scott Atran on Talking to the Enemy,” NPR (interviewer Anne Strainchamps), 
September 11, 2011; http://ttbook.org/book/scott-atran-talking-enemy 

- New York Times and Blogginghead TV, Robert Wright (Bloggingheads.tv, The Evolution 
of God,Nonzero) and Scott Atran (University of Michigan, Talking to the Enemy), 17 
September 2011; http://bloggingheads.tv/videos/3139; 
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2011/09/19/opinion/100000001062717/bloggingheads-a-
smarter-war-on-terror.html 
- “Scott Atran: 'US foreign policy is set by people who've almost no insight into human 
welfare, education, labour, desires or hopes' – video,” October 31, 2011; 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/video/2011/oct/31/scott-atran-us-
foreign-policy-video 
- Al Jazeera Television, Scott Atran on Syrian President Assad, December 6, 2011; 
http://blogs.aljazeera.net/liveblog/Scott-Atran 
- Al Jazeera Television, Scott Atran on the death of Kim Jong II, December 19, 2011 
- Al Jazeera Television, Scott Atran on the death of Kim Jong II, April 28, 2012PRI 
- Science (AAAS) LiveChat, “Why We Fight,” 16 May 2012; 
http://news.sciencemag.org/sciencenow/2012/05/live-chat-why-do-we-fight.html 
- Public Radio International, “Talking to the enemy: Scott Atran presents another way to 
think of terrorists,” 28 May 2012; 
http://www.pri.org/stories/arts-entertainment/books/talking-to-the-enemy-scott-atran-on-
understanding-terrorists-9997.html 
Fox News, “How Homegrown Terrorists become Radicalized,” America Live with 
Megyn Kelly, April 20, 22, 2013; http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/america-
live/index.html#http://video.foxnews.com/v/2319146665001/how-homegrown-terrorists-
become-radicalized/?playlist_id=87651 
- New Point of Inquiry – Scott Atran: What Makes a Terrorist? (Podcast), Point of 
Inquiry with Chris Mooney, 22 April 2013; 
http://www.pointofinquiry.org/scott_atran_what_makes_a_terrorist/ 
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- Blogginhead TV, Robert Wright and Scott Atran look back a hundred years and find a 
parallel to today's terrorist threat. Plus: How the media makes terrorism more likely, 
April, 24, 2013; http://bloggingheads.tv/videos/17448 
- MSNBC,  “What We Can Learn from Boston,” with Steve Kornacki, April 26, 2013; 
http://video.msnbc.msn.com/up/51685511#51685511 
- NPR / WNYC, “Anthropologist Scott Atran,” On Being with Krista Tippet, Oct. 16, 
2014; http://www.wnyc.org/story/unedited-scott-atran-with-krista-tippett/ 
- BBC Radio 4, Jan. 24, 2015. 
- NPR/WNYC, “Understanding the Origins of Terrorism,” The Takeaway, Jan. 26, 
2015; http://www.thetakeaway.org/story/anthropological-look-roots-
terrorism/#commentform 
- TVO Canada, “A New Phase of Terrorism? Scott Atran,” The Agenda with Steve 
Paiken, Jan, 28; 2015; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCrk5IwoLwY 
- Fox News, “Anthropologist Scott Atran Speaks Out on the Islamic State,” 
 The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson, Feb. 5, 2015;  
http://video.foxnews.com/v/4032534990001/insight-into-tribal-relations-in-jordan-
radicalism-islam/?#sp=show-clips 
- R5 & RTVE.es (Spain, “Scott Atran -experto en terrorismo- expuso en el Consejo de 
Seguridad de la ONU su experiencia con jóvenes occidentales que quieren enrolarse en 
ISIS y cómo intentar evitarlo,” 7 May 2015); http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/audios/el-
buscador-de-r5/buscador-occidentales-isis-07-05-15/3119060/ 
- BBC Radio 4 (“How do you resolve an age-old conflict,” 9 Nov. 2015) 
- RT Television (Russia, UK, “ISIS sings the same tune Hitler did, promising Utopia in 
the end - Terrorism researcher,” 16 Nov 2015); 
https://www.rt.com/shows/sophieco/322242-isis-paris-attacks-war/ 
- NPR (“Can we construct a counter-narrative to ISIS’s end goal?” Scott Atran with 
Rachel Marin, 17 Nov. 2015); http://www.npr.org/2015/11/22/456989124/can-we-
construct-a-counter-narrative-to-isis-s-end-goal 
-United Nations Web TV (Brief to UN Security Council Counter-terrorism Committee, 
24 Nov. 2015); http://webtv.un.org/watch/counter-terrorism-committee-with-research-
network-partners-on-foreign-terrorist-fighters-open-meeting/4631387213001#full-text 
-  THIS IS HELL (“Jihadi Archipelago: Blood and Joy in the Islamic State,” podcast, S. 
Atran interview with C. Metz, 28 Nov. 2015); https://thisishell.com/interviews/876-
scott-atran 
- France Culture (“L’homme qui a compris les terroristes,” S. Atran interview with G. 
Erner, “Les Matins,”, 1 January 2016); http://www.franceculture.fr/emission-l-invite-
des-matins-scott-atran-l-homme-qui-a-compris-les-terroristes-2016-01-18 
- France Culture “Le djihadisme, reaction ou revolution?” S. Atran interview with C. 
Broué, “La Grande table,” 28 April 2016); http://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/la-
grande-table-2eme-partie/le-djihadisme-reaction-ou-revolution 
- France Info (“On ne sait pas combattre Deach : Scott Atran,” 28 April 2016); 
http://www.franceinfo.fr/fil-info/article/ne-sait-pas-combattre-daech-scott-atran-
anthropologue-785851 
- Arte (“Comment combattre la seduction du du djihad?” 28 April 2016, “28 Minutes); 
http://sites.arte.tv/28minutes/fr/video/28-minutes-25 
- TV5 Monde (“Scott Atran” interview with P. Simonin, 29 April 2016); 
http://www.tv5monde.com/cms/chaine-francophone/Revoir-nos-emissions/L-
invite/Episodes/p-31642-Scott-Atran.htm 
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- Europe 1 (Scott Atran : "Daech est le mouvement de contre-culture le plus important 
depuis la chute de l'Union soviétique," 20 April 2016); 
http://www.europe1.fr/international/scott-atran-daech-est-le-mouvement-de-contre-
culture-le-plus-important-depuis-la-chute-de-lunion-sovietique-2733211 
- Al Huura television (“Al Youm,” interview with S. Atran at United Nations, 16 May 
2016; https://youtu.be/ntIt3ZHSGo8) 
- Discovery Channel (“What Makes A Terrorist?” Through the Wormhole with Morgan 
Freeman, 30 August 2016); https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKx46yhagq0 
- The Majority Report (“Scott Atran: Extremism and how to defend democracy,” with 
Sam Seder, 30 January 2017); https://majority.fm/2017/01/30/130-scott-atran-
extremism-how-to-defend-democracy/ 
- L’echappée volêe (Scott Atran : Giving vitality back in our values to open societies, » 
20 July 2017) ;   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or-K3bJUgg4 
- ABC.net (“What motivates someone to join battle in Iraq?” 5 Sept. 2017); 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/what-motivates-someone-to-
join-the-battle-in-iraq/8872184 
- Fuuse.net (10-part film series, “Scott Atran explains his first-hand research into 
extremist groups like ISIS and Al Qaeda,” directed by Deeyah Khan, 2018); available at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4XUjcors4OekIERqFKVJoEnsPxb30mRq 
- CRIC [Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict, University of Oxford] (“So 
what have we learned about disruption and the multi-lateral system after COVID-19? A 
conversation between Lord John Alderdice and Scott Atran,” 11 November 2020); 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKrcwzIxjE4 
- Apple Podcasts (“Understanding a terrorist’s brain,” July 2021); 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/undark-truth-beauty-
science/id1090953091?i=1000527477694 
- ABC.net (“Are you willing to fight?” 25 August 2022); 
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/counterpoint/are-you-willing-to-
fight/14006076 
- BBC Radio 4 (“The Moral Maze: What is Evil?” February 2023); 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/live:bbc_radio_fourfm, 
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/moral-maze/id478257574 
- CRIC [Centre for the Resolution of Intractable Conflict, University of Oxford] (“What 
sustains and ends wars with Scott Atran,” September 2024); 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2i_EEHK_u6o 
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